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it; and, in the latter 


foreed.his professed views of reform faith- 
fully, n0.stich disaster could have happened: 
from sucha cause.’ > | 
Tt: eannot. be viibianalgl oe gratuitous: at 
this’ moment thus ‘to point out that the | 
methods ‘which the Beoretary of the Treas- 
ury is believed to be using to secure his 
ends, are precisely those: which might have 
been rendered i ble had Mr, Hayes 
5 resolutely what he has. feebly. tried to 
do, end that their employment in’ this way 
shows conclusively the necessity of a sys- 
tematic and sustained application - of 
the principles which the President 
has defined, and which his’ noted: 
civil service order “was a - gentle 
attempt to enforces. .. Had the President 
mate it clearly understood that removals 
and ‘appointments, so faras he was con- 
cerned, would. be governed by merit only, 
tested by impartial examinations, and that 
every officer in the service would be ‘re- 
quifed to abstain from interference with 
political. machinery, no such unfortunate 
spectacle as is now offered to. the public 
would have been possible. . But because he. 
contented himself with a vague ‘prohibition® 
of such misconduct, which he has‘ never 
consented to define clearly, or still less 
to apply, and because he has confined him- 
self, with few exceptions, ta'a barren enun- 


remy soe os } obje 
‘would be obliged to eonfons that, had he en- |’ 


cia Miers. por been resolutions | manner 


and declarations. brought forward, aimed, Ears pene chs asked. 


at that, as. a European interference on this | 


pete while tig ena lighied pu of viee 


seaisneny of woeatig on ar tee wil et 
one, It is said that whatever scheme is to’ Socmer me 


‘be carried out for connecting the: two | ot 


oceans must be under the auspices of the’ 
United States” Government. Must, bunt 
how? M; Dz. Lessrps’s company is: a ‘pri- 
vate corporation, holding a franchise from 
4 countryas foreign to us as to France, and 
‘the French Government officially declares 


‘that}it has no. connection with it. Our 
‘Government ‘ean hold no relations ‘with. 


private citizens of another country operat-" 
ing on territory over whitch it has no juris- 
‘diction. The Monroe doctrine: has no more 
concern with a canal company in Colombia 
than with a railroad company in Venezuela 
‘or Peru. The Government is called upon 
for action, but. what ground for action has 
it, and what can itdo! Let the wise: men in 
Congress determine that. first’of all. No 
doubt an interoceanic canal, if it is to exist, 
will be a matter of interest to us, and we 
shall have certain claims in regard to it, 

which we-can urge'at‘the proper time, It 
will concern us that it brings no European 
interference upon this continent, and when 
it proposes or threatens to do so, we should 
have.no hesitation in raising our voice. ‘We 


ciation ‘of general ; principles, ‘his much-'‘} should then have something at: which to. di- 


loved reform has come to griefat the hands 
of his own chief, Cabinet officer... Nor is 
this all. The injury and insult to his reform 
are offered most conspicuously in the South, 
where its honest and thorough establish- 
ment would have done: more to break down 
sectional prejudice, confirm the national 
character of the Republican’ Party, and 
give enduring substance to the Premdent’s 
policy,” than all thathe has done, or could 
have done, in that direction. 

It is most mortifying and depressing to 
those who believe’ in the efficacy of a gen- 
uine reform, to find that while their belief 
is fully justified by the record of the reform 
where. it has been genuine, as in the Col- 
lector’s and Navai Officer's Departments of 
the New-York Custom-house, the Chief Ex- 
ecutive is making it: ridiculous by such ap- 
pointments. as «that: of Mr. Howarp, 
and. by: permitting such wholesale viola- 
tions of, his own professed principles’ 
as Mr. SHERMAN is guilty of. We donot de- 
spair of the ultimate triumph of the reform, 
because it is just, wise, and necessary, but 
we build our hopes on what has been and is 
being done despite the President’s absurd 
errors. and faults. For, after, all; these 
prove, not’ the, insufficiency of the princi- 
ples and methods of reform, but only the 
President’s apparently hopeless obfuscation 
regarding them, 


—_—_—_—_—_—_—_——_——— 
THE CANAL QUESTION IN CONGRESS. 


Our Legislators have a wonderfalpro- 
pensity for disposing of troublesome ques- 
tionsthatare forced upon their attention 
by referring them to a commission or a 
select committee, to investigate and report. 
It. matters not. how many times: or how 
thoroughly a subject may have been in- 
vestigated before, or how much information 
in regard to it may be already at hand; 
‘there is always an uncontrollable impulse 
to set a commission at “work upon 
it. The. stir that ‘has . been. made 
in the last year by certain energetic French- 
mén on the subject of .a ship canal: across 
the American isthmus could not fail to ex- 
cite attention~in this country, and it was 
quite natural that it should: make an early 
appearance in Congress. It has, indeed, 
appeared there early and.often. There have 
been resolutions about it, there has been a 
m0 committee of ‘i House voted to 

take eharge of it, certain Senators are 
quarreling over a  propositidn for a 
joint select committee of the two 
houses, ‘and there. are scattered about 
somewhere several propositions for the ap- 
pointment of a Government ‘commission to 
make a new investigation and report on the 
whole subject. So far as appears, the task 
proposed for the cominission is simply to go 
‘over old ground and do what has been done 
before at least once. The Government of 
the United: States has in past years, at con-: 
siderable expense, made surveys. of the 
various routes, If they were no thorough, 
and satisfactory, it is the fault of the very 
competent - ‘engineers to whom they’ were 
intrusted, and we hayé no assurance that 
others will do better now. | ‘The whole sub- 
ject was examined and: reported, upon bya 
commission some five years | » and the Te- 
sult is ir | the hands of the Govacamanty: ; 

“We take it'for granted that if'any Ameri- 
an scheme of the kind is ever to be put on. 

; ‘bata. 


{over it, to very little’ purpose. 


rect our declarations and upon \which to 
base Governmental action. Now there is 
only a private scheme, whose success is 
extremely problematieal;'and one ‘in which 
Americans and America have the same: op- 
portunity to take.part or to secure control 
that any other people or nation has. In its 
present stage it is. extremely difficult to see 
what -Congress.can do about it, and indi- 
vidual members are exercising themselves 
It is for us 
either to do something ourselves or let 
others fail to do what we declare cannot be 
done without us, and not. undertake to get 
up international complications between the 
United States of America and M. Ferpncanp 
De Lxsseps or the Interoceanic Canal Com: 
pany; with neither of whom we have any 
Sew relations. 


AN. IMMORAL ESPIONAGE. 

An over-zealous and indisereet agent of 
the Society for the Prévention of Crime 
has brought that organization into disre- 
pute... Mr. D, J. Warrngy, who is what 
may be called a-law officer of the associa- 
tion, admits that he is at the head of a force 


of detectives, which, he says, “is modeled 


something after the old espionage methods 
of. Paris.” .By this, we may understand 
that Mr. WaHrTwEy, soting as an agent of 


| the Society for’ the Prevention of Crime, 


has organized + a@ . system of © spies 
like that. which prevailed - in. Paris 
during the «third Empire, » under 
which, if’ a stranger or a citizen fell into 
the hands. of‘ the , Police, .or was. even 
knocked: down by @ runaway horse in the 
streets, there was always at hand a. secrot 
agent,who could’ furnish the - authorities 
with his name, age, nationality, and a com- 
plete diary of his life in the French. capital. 
This system of espionage was instituted in 
the interest of a political despotism which 
suspected every man to be a political plot- 
ter and conspirator. In New-York, ac- 
cording ‘to. Mr. D, J. Warrwey, of 
the Society for. the Prevention .of 
Crime,” the system is organized in the 
interests of morality. * Briefly, the practice 
of the bureau of espionage of the Society 
for the Prevention of Crime is ‘to establish 
® watch on houses suspected of sheltering 
persons, malé or female, engaged in immoral 
practices, and’on houses which: are used as 


secret places of assignation by persons of ' 


both sexes. Great.stress is laid upon the 
apparent respectability and prominence of 
oe alleged frequenters of these places. 

Mr. Warrnry, in one of the interviews 
to ebtahi he has consented, dwells unc- 
-tuously on the ‘fact’ that the men 
whom his: spies « have watehed are 
prominent.” They do not appear 
worth consideration and espionage: unless 
they are prominent men. Having tracked 
one of these prominent and presumably rich 
“men to's secret haunt of vice, the fact that 
he ig prominent and presumably rich is next 
ascertained by “‘shadowing” him: To use 


Mr. WHitszy’s own language, ‘‘his namo. 


‘ig got by various means, frequently ‘eps! 
lowing him home.” The information thus 


écllected by the spies of the society. is re: 


corded in. books. ‘Thus’ the ‘detective bu- 
‘reau of the Society for the Necaheras of 
Crime has. a righ 


- assignation-. 


‘antholested nl theegh sheinight, from Sab- 


“bath to | : 
-speotable youth. goes in there to his ruin, 


he this ‘would bea ‘frightful error. 

Tt cannot be argued. that rich and prom 
inent men have any class license to prac- 
tice. immorality... But neither ¢an it be 
argued that the “schools of infamy” are 
thoge exclusively patronized by the rich and 
‘respectable, Nor) can such dangerous 
weapons a4 those contained in the secret 
records of the Society: for the Prevention of 
Crime be intrusted to any man’s hands. The 


‘alleged information-collected for these ree- 


ords is in the hands of detectives and spies 
—men notoriously without character or 
principle.:: We undértake to say that no 
man of honor or refiiement would engagé 
in’ this ..most © disreputable and’. in- 
famous business. . Phe ‘spies are broken 
policemen, .. discharged firemen, and dis-, 
honoreddetectives, whohave Jong ago sold 
out their freputability... Mr.. WHrrney ,is 
napa hag an‘ honest and. . Well-meaning 

‘He will not use. the black lists. for 
vorbeae of: black-mail’ or terrorism;* and 


his books may “be: kept’ under triple locks | 


and bolts 7of steel. i Nevertheless, the ‘in- 
formation which he‘ has collected remains 
in the hands of those who collected it, so 
far as‘all practical uses are concerned, - No 
matter whether this so-called information is 
based on facts or imagination, the agents 
who reported it own. it., Nothing ‘bat 
their. destruction ean destroy. their: own- 
ership. Should they use it,- as they may, 
no punishment visited on them can restore 
the character which they have once blighted. 
A man’s réputation?® woman’s fair fame, 
may be destroyed. by one\of these crea- 
tures. in mere. wantonneés, \ and” not, all 
the torture whith might be inflicted upon 
the black-mailer. will , ever “undo ‘the mis~- 
chief which he has done. It is idle. to say 
that secret information Concerning , the 
habits of respecfablé. women and men * will 
never. be used except for good. ends. °, This 
is the delusion of a* zealous ignoramus. 
Espionage is hateful to a free people, no 
matter in what interest it is professed to be 
exercised, And the acknowledgment that 
such a. aystem is countenanced by the’ So- 
éiety for the Prevention of Crime is caleu- 
lated to destroy the; {reputation of that or- 
ganization in the’ minds of multitudes of 
pure and honest men. 


ELASTIC, SHIPS. 
The’ ftaliaiie" are “rapidly reducing ar- 


mored , vessels. to an ‘ absurdity. > They are 


building. two. ‘enormous mon-of-war—the' 
‘Ttalia and ‘the Lepanto—which are to be of 
about 13,000 tons . each, and to carry ar- 
mor of thirty-six , inches in thickness.’ No 
gun now in existence can pierce this armor, 
so that the ‘shipg will.be for'sa time. inval- 
nerable. Of the other hand, their. im- 
mense: draft of water will prevent them 
from: entering almost all thé French and 
Austrian harbors,’so that they can be of 
little use for offensive purposes so long as 
hostile vessels are content to let them alone. : 


Of course, guns will ‘soon be made which 


will piered-thirty-six inches of iron, and the 
Ttalia‘and thé Lepanto will then be as use- 
less.as are the old-fashioned iron-elads with 
six inches of armor: ’. What the building of 
these ships really. demonstrates isthe fact 
that the time has arrived when a vessel, in 


order to. carry armor enough to resist the 


attack of a 100-ton gun, must'be made 
80 large as to be unable: to enter an ordina- 


ry harbor; or,. in. other words, must be an 
‘absurdly useless monster, ~ 


The acute. German mind hag already per- 


eeived the folly of ‘building impreguable 


ships. The. learned |Prof., LogwxnTHat, 
has. become eonvineed that instead of 


‘building ships which cannot be pierced by 


the guns now in use; we should build ships 
which would offer the least possible resist- 
ance to cannon-balls, . He claims that the 


‘frigate of  thefuture will ‘be so. constructed’ 
thatthe balls of the enemy will pass di- 


rectly through her. without. inflicting, any 
damage, and that she: will attack her ene-’ 
my, not with guns, bat with torpedoes. 

- Hert LOeWENTHAL selects for the aoaisisi 
of his newly-invented war-veasel, india-rub- 
ber of one foot in® thickness. The whole 


‘hull ig to be made of india rubber, strength- 


ened below the water-line with a light steel 


frame. The vousel will be driven saan 
and gaming-houses, and ordinary steain 


‘of the people who frequent therm. whys mat 
ly papers ngs cpa 





| diastted, it is also clear 


‘were tobe driven on shore: in a storm, her ; 


‘crew would have. a very: uncomfortable | ce 
‘time, Every time. she. would strike’ the : 


|| rocks she would bound into the air, - There: 


‘|:¢ould be no more. appalling spectacle: than 


that of’ a noble frigate. bounding fifty feet 


into the sir, and coming down only to bound 
up again. ‘The hardiest ‘base-ball player 
- would not dare to catch her, even were. an 
international congress to agree that ship- 
Diigo men-of-war could be eaught on the 


first. bound in order to put the crew out. 
Of course, such 9 ship would not be injured 
were the sea to play ball with her against 
the Rock of Gibraltar for forty-eight hours, 
but beyond'any question her crew, would be 
greatly annoyed, , After bemg eontinnily 
bounéed into the air, rolled over and over, 
and reduced to a pulp, mixed with, frag- 
ments of furniture, coal, and salt pork, they 
might be of interest to physiologists, but 
would. certainly be of no further use. as 
sailors. 

Prof.'LOEWENTHAL must see that his india- 
rubber ship is impracticable. She will never 
erase the -wooden band i ironnavies of Europe. 
Iron-clad vessels “will undoubtedly be aban- 
doned after a time, but they will not be sne- 
eeeded by india-rubber ships. ‘-The-bound- 


‘ing billow is ‘objectionable enough when it 
‘bounds in an’ exeessive and reckless man- 


ner, but*a bounding ship, in which no man 
eould ‘distinguish his boots from his head 
‘with ‘atly certainty,” would be” infinitely 
worse. ent ee 


+ Example is more powerful than precept, and 
the most effectual way to induce people to do char- 
itable deeds isto lead the way. It not only gives 
them the. incentive, of example and the stimulus of 
having a leader, but it gives the exhorter himself a 
powerful warrant for his appeals. Our enterprising 
eontemporary, the Herald, has shown its appreciation 
of this in the munificent: contribution of $100,000 
with which it heads its subscription for the relief of 
Trish distress. It took all the .committees of the 
British Kingdem some weeks to raise the equivalent 
of this one contribution from a sympathetic newspa- 
per in the United States... The Herald accompanies 
ite appeal and its own 2ift with a very elaborate ex- 
position of the need that exists in Ireland fef prompt 
action to avert untold suffering.” It has performed 


- w timely and genérous service for a people for whom 


it has always shown a kindly sympathy. 
Re 


. Ibis a somewhat singular fact that only three 
or four: European States still retain their original 
capitals. : Rome has. supplanted Florence as the mie- 
tropolis of Italy. « The central point of the German 
Federation, thanks to Prince Ersmazocx, is no longer 
Prankfort-on-the-Main, but Berlin. Seville preceded 
Madrid as. the. capital of Spain; Oracow antedated 
Warsaw as that of Poland. Scotland has exchanged 

for Edinburgh the ‘‘Dunfermlinetown” of her old 
ballads... Ghent was the’politieal centre of Belgium 
before Brassels, Amsterdam that of Holland before 
The Hague... SHAKESPEARE has immortalized the 
period when the seat of Danish royalty was not Co- 
penhagen, but: Helsingér, (Elsinore.} - The: old Nor- 
wegian coast-town of Nidaros, where HaroupD Har- 
DRADA reigned long before busy, modern Ounistt- 
ANIA was ever. thought of, is now remembered only 
by, antiquaries.. But the most striking instance of 
this kind is undoubtedly Russia; which has changed 
its capital no less than five times. #irst came Great 
Novgorod, next Kieff, then Viadimir, then Moseow, 
and finally St. Petersburg. 

Cn 

- Dr, Porter, a few days ago, before the Sani- 

tary Reform Assdciation, when explaining the. diff. 
eulties a child had in eoncentrating its mind on its 
studies, when surroundings were uncomfortable, as 
yn. 8 badly-built or ill-ventilated school-room, made 


mse of a singularly happy expression. He spoke of 


those ‘'physical adjustments,” the. exact meaning 
ot' which most. people who work with their brains 
and pens can, mést thoroughly understand. It ‘is 
quite certain that the surroundings of a literary 
man, When he is at his work, have something to do 


_with the facility or diffenlty with whieh his labor is 


acéomplished. A spluttering pen, viseld ink, greasy 
paper, a rieketty table, an uncomfertable chair, are 
often clogs to suceessful composition. They’ are 
mechanieal obstructions, physical interruptions, 


_ whieh, constantly reeurring, check the free flow. of 
thought. The absolute work to be done, even when 


successfully accomplished, is-at the’ expense.of a 
certain amount of extra labor, It has often been 
told, what are the peculiar surrotindings under whith 
some: distinguished men have accomplished their 
literary work. One author never could write un- 
less a brass.candlestiek, the candlein which never was 
lit, was.ou his table; another had to havea dish of 


' wafers, though he never was known to use any; & 


third never eould pen'a line unless. a pot with gera- 
nipms waa placed on or near his writing-desk., As 
to the material to be used. it is said that one of 
the most famous of modern French novelists never 
would have written a romance if « maker 
of a peculiar paper with biue lines, had stopped 
manutacturing. These are, of course, mental idio- 
‘s¥ncrasies to be langhed at, and might be called spe- 
cial adjustments. Taking,“ however, Dr. Port ER's 
‘broader idea, and applying it to the lower creation, 
we all know the method employed in trainiag canary 
birds to sing a stave of muaic. They are inelosed in 


fluences are withheld. It is absolutely certain that 
in teaching chilaren, in drawing te a point the focal 


shat they will be rejected. Busines mest 
the effect of the passage of the measure at F 


Citizens’ of Boston are now 
merable unpaid and incoherent. letter 
Turin lunatic. 


The Hon. Alphonso Taft hee’ 
Presidency of the new. Hamilton Ne yin: 
Clab at Cincinuatt. 


All the pupils in the public sehndiae e New: S: 
London, Conn., are being vaecinated PY. physlelans 
employed by the city. 4 

It is said that ill-health: has couimatial. 
Robert Patterson to give tp his neenene 
Gen. Grant in Mexico. 


+ Gov. Holliday, of Virginia, has vetised 
petition to commute the sentense besser 

déxter to one year in jail. 

+ They have a report in Bellefonte, Pea, 
@x.Gov. Curtir is disposed to give up his waeEBie i 
Mr. Yooum’s seat In Congress. ° - 


Detroit papers. give dabiatins, ed taceie Wak 
Prof. Watson, late of the University of Michigan; 
to be made Director of: the Lick Observatory, 
California. 


The Norwich (Conn.) Bulletin says the preve 
lenee of contagious diseases at the northern termi. 
nus of the Norwich aud Worcester Railroad has led 
to the use of disinfecting agents daily in its ears: 


The Mobile (Ala.) Register warmly commends _ i i Ki 


Senator Bayard’s speeeh on the jegal tender question. 3 
as an argument in favor of the old-fashioned Ameérk’ 
can hard-money doctrine, which should: be 
tained and perpetuated. 

‘The. Sedalia (Mo.} Democrat reports: that 
party of gentlemen have diseovered a mound et 
Knob Noster, that State, which contsine the skal 
tons of pyguies, with skulls no larger than'a a 
fist, and the jaws provided with fall sete of 
showing them to be the remains of grown 


It. is said. that Gen. Sherman; instead of 
recommending the commutation of Major Reno’ 
sentence, forwarded. the papers to the Seeretary te 
War. without any. recommendations whatever, and 33 
they were by that officer submitted to the President, 
so that the case is now before the President on Shae: 

recommendation of the court for dismissal. : 


visited him: and his bride in the. aftern« 

the President died, it is said, he left his entire-es 

to his widow, at her death to go to the most ro 
person bearing the Polk name, the State of Tea- 
nessee holding it in trust for esa ast ge a 
ing to decide: whom it shall be. 


‘ The Richmont (Va). Dispatch oosnin: ‘ the 
eonclasion that there can no longer be any reason to. 
doubt that Gen. Mahone, United States Senator 
elect from that State, is in favor of forming in, Vir- 


tional Convention. 


Speaking of the alarming frequency 
in ships" holds, at that port, the New-Orleams: Times 
of the 15th inst. gays: oh 


New-Orleans will be , advanced; 
writers will be toroad to indemnity 


from the small dealers. At s public oer a ct 
dealer denounced their circulation as a. 
capitalists in favor of the Obinamen.. The 
tion of cents where five-cent pieces bay 
been given, he said, would nin © 

and introduée bankruptey, and, om 
atorekeepers to sell out at: less than: 
month. Another speaker said that. 

no more to do with hard times than tt 

aun, bat, a vote being taken, there w: 

a ee ece 


 w dark cage and piped to. All outside disturbing in- |. 


- powers of their brains, all extrancous disturbances, | 


‘a3 fat as possible, should be removed. ‘With the | 


adalt, however, itis a misfortune when 


Jeal adjustments are such necessities that no serious | ra 


continued work can be accomplished when he is ia not. 
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